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BY TASHA HICKS 

With summer fading away, 
many students have started ad- 
justing to a new semester and ex- 
ploring campus life. Many are 
experiencing their first semester 
at LSUS and other students have 
fallen back into their old rou- 
tines. To help welcome students 
to campus, the Student Activities 
Board and the Office of Student 
Activities is hosting several 
events this semester. The first of 
these events is Pilot Preview, fol- 
lowed by the two-day Kickoff 
Kaos. 

Pilot Preview, held on Aug- 
ust 28 was a preview of things to 
come, Many organizations and 
students gathered in the Univer- 
sity Center during common hour 
to meet and mingle. Some organ- 
izations that participated includ- 
ed the Career Center, the Alumni 
Association, The Port, the men’s 
and women’s basketball teams, 
Library and the new LSUS cheer- 
leaders. 

Students could meet the 
deans of their colleges, buy a Port 
meal card, meet the basketball 
teams and cheerleaders and learn 


The computer flab houses 90 computers and enough 
workstations to accomodate 70 students. 


By NISREEN N. HAJAJ 

The wish that LSUS stu- 
dents would have a new high- 
tech campus computer lab 
finally came true this fall se- 
mester, as the new campus- 
wide lab opened its doors at its 
new location and left students 


amazed by its new look. 

The new campus-wide lab 
is now located on the second 
floor, room 224 in the new 
Technology Building. 

The Technology Building 
has undergone extensive reno- 
vations and remodeling over 
the past two years, including 


sila 
Kevin Gasrano 


Kickoff Kaos gathers crowds to welcome students 
back to school and orient new students with LSUS. 


more about campus life. “We are 
trying to make the University 
Center more ‘student’ friendly,” 
said Mollie Schmelzer, from ‘the 
Office of Student Activities. 
Students could also take a 
trivia quiz to win things such as 
two free tanning salon coupons, 
a free video rental from Block- 


the preparations for the new 
lab. 

According to ‘Shelby Keith, 
the director of computing serv- 
ices, the new lab has a total of 
90 computers, all available to 
students. There are 70 worksta- 
tions located throughout the 
lab, and a mobile cart that con- 
tains 20 additional laptops on 
an “as needed” basis. There are 
also 10 laser printers and 6 
scanners, in addition to new 
software available for students 
that meets the requirements of 
their courses and accommo- 
dates their needs. Computing 
Services coordinated with fac- 
ulty to ensure that the same 
software students use in their 
classrooms would be available 
in the lab. 

Keith indicated that the 


SEE COMPUTERS PAGE 2 


buster, Dairy Queen coupons 
and more, and at the same time 
learn more about the library and 
the services offered there. “We 
want students to know we are 
friendly, helpful people willing 
to help,” said Julie Wood, Head 
of Research Services. 

This was the first Pilot Pre- 


view held at the UC. Based on 
the crowd attending it appeared 
to be a success. Schmelzer hopes 
to plan another Pilot Preview for 
the future. 

Kickoff Kaos is a two-day 
event designed to give back to 
the students. On Tuesday, from 
10 am to 2 pm, several organiza- 
tions gathered in the University 
Center to welcome students. 
Kickoff Kaos was an opportunity 
for all organizations to show 
those interested what they offer 
and to recruit students. “We 
want to offer the opportunity for 
students to meet new people,” 
said Student Activities Coordina- 
tor Bryan Schmidt. 

The Port served sno-cones 
and ice cream. Caricature artist 
Ron Rice drew portraits and Dj 
Marlon Bradford kept the atmos- 
phere lively. Students could also 
make a music video, find out 
about various clubs and organi- 
zations offered, and learn more 
about campus life at LSUS. Kick- 
off Kaos is free to students with 
an LSUS ID. 

Kickoff Kaos is continuing 
today and Friday in the UC from 
10 a.m, -2 p.m. 


Chief bookstore clerk 
arrested for felony theft 


BY JASON LIMERICK 

Wanda Burns, chief clerk for 
the LSUS bookstore, was arrest- 
ed July 1 for felony theft of funds 
for allegedly taking $2,100 in 
cash from the end-of-semester 
student buy-back program. 

Burns, a six year veteran of 
the bookstore, was taken for 
questioning the morning of July 
1 and later arrested and charged, 
Angela McNicoll, director of 
auxiliary enterprises for the 
bookstore, was there the morn- 
ing of the arrest. “It wasn’t the 
best morning,” she said. “As far 
as personality-wise she was 
wonderful; she got along with 
evervbody.” 

Larry LaBorde, chief of Uni- 
versity Police, arrested Burns in 
conjunction with the Caddo 
Parish White Collar Crime Unit. 


LaBorde conducted the investi- 
gation himself using financial 
records and video from the 
bookstore security cameras. 
“I’ve been in law enforcement for 
26 years,” he said. “I’ve had a lot 
of experience in investigations.” 
LaBorde was previously Chief of 
Police of West Monroe, 

Burns was allegedly taking 
cash from the buy-back program, 
a program that allows students 
to sell back their textbooks at the 
end of each semester. The pro- 
gram has had problems before — 
in the early “90s, a student work- 
er was accused of similar 
charges. McNicoll said the book- 
store has already altered the pro- 
gram to prevent future thefts. 

Previously, the buy-back 
program was administered at the 
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From the Editor 

As the saying goes-out with the old, in with the new. The 
Almagest got a complete facelift this summer. We figured since 
we formed a new staff, we should start from scratch with 
everything else-new editors, new design, new office, even a 
new buggy to push around when we pass out papers. It has 
been a fairly smooth process, if you discount the fear we in- 
stilled into our reporters at the first meeting. 

Seriously, though, we have all worked really hard to give 
this newspaper a fresh look, and we are hoping the reaction is 
as positive as it has been so far. 

Either way, we want to hear what you think about us. E- 
mail us, call or write a letter- we want to know what you 
would like to see more or less of. We might not listen, but it's 
always good to get some feedback. 


Candice Leone, Editor-in-Chief 


Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this publication by no means 
reflects the opinions of the administration or staff of LSUS. The 
Almagest seeks to provide information for the LSUS campus 
and community; to involve students, faculty and staff; and to 
provide a public forum for ideas as guaranteed in the First 
Amendment of the Constitution. Letters to the Editor are en- 
couraged. However, the staff reserves the right to edit letters 
for clarity, length, and content. Any letter submitted by a club 
or organization must be signed by all members of the group or 
by the group's president. The Almagest reserves the right not to 
publish submitted materials. 


The Almagest is published on Thursday momings and is printed by the Natchitoches 
Times. 


Comments and complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Candice 
Leone, Editor-in-Chief, They must be accompanied by your full name and email address. 
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College creates new programs for fall 


By MELISSA INGRAM 

Besides the fact that the 
College of Education and Hu- 
man Development has a stand- 
ing record for having some of 
the top teachers in the state, 
they are constantly moving for- 
ward. The college has many 
new programs, along with new 
faculty and staff that have 
joined the LSUS family this se- 
mester. 

Gale Bridger, Dean of the 
CEHD, said "we are a college 
with one foot planted firmly in 
a successful past and the other 
stepping into a dynamic fu- 
ture." Their motto, “learning to 
lead, leading to learn," reflects 
the college's goals. 

Among the new faculty 


and staff this semester are sev- 
en new members, each from 
different departments of the 


~college. In the Department of 


Education is Dr. Debbie 
Williarns, who specializes in 


- reading and education. She re- 


ceived her bachelor's degree 
from LSUS and received her 
doctorate from the University 
of Arkansas at Little Rock. Dr. 
Keitha Rogers, who graduated 
from Texas A&M, started her 
first semester at LSUS this fall. 
Melissa Mainiero just complet- 
ed her Masters of Education 
this past spring. She formerly 
taught secondary mathematics 
in Caddo and Bossier parishes 
and now holds the position of 
Instructor of Education and Co- 
ordinator of Assessment, Ac- 


countability and Continuing 
Accreditation. 

According to the CEHD 
web site, Mainiero feels teach- 
ers have jobs because there are 
children who need to learn. 

"I can say that Iam thrilled 
to continue my involvement 
with LSUS," she said. “Many 
Boulty members at LSUS have 
served as mentors to me begih- 
ning in 1990 as a college fresh- 
man and continuing through 
my graduate work. The oppor- 
tunity to impact the success of 
future teachers is a true honor.” 

Certification is an impor- 
tant part of the Department of 
Education. Several programs 
will be used this fall that were 
approved by the Board of Re- 
gents last spring and summer. 
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funding for the new Cam- 
pus Wide Lab came directly 
from the special budget allocat- 
ed for the renovation project of 
the Old Library, after the old li- 
brary relocated, “This money 
was used to purchase hardware 
and software for the lab and 
make it as accommodating to 
the students’ needs as possible” 
Keith said. “As for the technol- 
ogy fee money, it all goes to- 
wards paying the student 
workers and purchasing addi- 
tional equipment.” 

Keith hopes that students 
will get used to the new loca- 
tion of the lab, although stu- 
dents will need some time to 
adjust to the fact that the Cam- 
pus Wide Lab no longer exists 
in Bronson Hall. 

He also encouraged stu- 
dents that have not been to it 
yet to check it out, for it is 
worth the trip due to its high 
technology, besides being dou- 
ble the size of the old lab. 


Del Johnson, manager of 
the Campus Wide Lab, is 
really pleased by the re- 
sult of all this hard 
work, and he is also real- 
ly impressed by the over- 
all satisfaction of students. 

The lab is only avail- 
able to currently enrolled 
students, who will be re-@ 
quired to enter their student § 
ID number or slide their stu- 
dent ID cards through a scan- 
ner in order to be allowed to 
enter. 

There are two lab as- 
sistants on duty at all 
times to assist students 
and help them use the soft 
ware properly. The Cam- 
pus Wide Lab hired 
many students for fe 
this fall, and is still Faun 
accepting applica- 
tions for lab assistant job posi- 
tions, that are available on the 
main website of ‘the lab: 
www.lsus.edu/infotech/cam- 
puslab.htm 

The lab hours of operation 
are: 


Monday - Thursday: 
7:30 am - 12:00 am 


Friday: 7:30 am - 4:30 pm. 
Saturday: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 


= 


Sunday: 1:00 pm - 9:00 p.m. 


The Almagest Letters Policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through letters to the 
editor. Letters should be typed and double spaced. Please 
include your classification and major. Letters should be 
submitted to the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the 
Friday preceding the Thursday publication date. Obscene, 
libelous and anonymous letters might not be printed. The 
Almagest reserves the right to edit all letters. 
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Religious organization 


focuses on discipleship 


Wis COLECIATE MINISTRY 


rs 


Kevin Gasparn 


The BCM hosts a weekly citywide worship service 


Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. 


By MARTHA DURHAM 

The Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry started the fall semes- 
ter with large crowds. Stu- 
dents parked in the grass 
because all the parking was 
taken. Groups of students 
stood together talking and 
laughing, and live music en- 
couraged spirited singing. 

Every day during the first 
week of school, the BCM held 
an event in efforts to welcome 
new and returning students 
back to school. Free food, Bible 
studies and movie night were 
on the list of activities. 

Josh Grisham, president of 
the BCM, said that one of his 
goals was to get more people 
involved in the BCM this se- 
mester. 

The BCM held its first city- 
wide Tuesday worship service 
on Tuesday, Aug. 26. Grisham 
estimated that between 75 and 
90 people attended even 
though many new freshmen 
were involved with a required 
scholarship meeting. 

Grisham said the BCM is 
focusing on “spiritual growth 
and discipleship" this semes- 
ter. There are now more than 
four weekly Bible studies on 
the schedule at the BCM, in- 
cluding a study for freshmen 
only on Thursday nights at 7 


p.m. 

Skip Noble, collegiate 
minister for the BCM, said 
there is a strong emphasis on 
prayer and missions this se- 
mester. He has plans to take 
mission trips to New Orleans, 
New York and Panama City 


Beach. 

The BCM is also putting 
an emphasis on evangelism 
this semester. Jason Ascol, 
evangelism ministry leader, 
said he is leading a tract evan- 
gelism ministry this semester. 

He held an introductory 
course to evangelism Tuesday, 
where participants were en- 
couraged to write their testi- 
monies for publication in tract 
form. 

Ascol said he wants to fo- 
cus on how the Christian life 


SESS ES eee 
[The BCM’s goal is 


for] Christ to be glo- 
rified on campus; 
that He (God) be 
known; that 
students connect 
through His grace 
and glory, and 
allow God to 
change their lives.” 


~ Shane Moore 


should be lived once a person 
is saved. He plans to distribute 
tracts about this issue and oth- 
ers during Common Hour. 
Shane Moore, assistant 
collegiate minister and a semi- 
nary student at New Orleans 
Theological Seminary, said he 
wants the BCM to be "a refuge 
for people to turn to.” He said 
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BY Nei. CASSARD 


is planning to offer near the end 
of the spring semester. Chief 
Larry LaBorde has announced 
plans to create a rape aggres- 
sion defense course, RAD, at 
LSUS. The RAD course is a 
program designed to cre- 
ate awareness to help 
women avoid situations 
when a rape might occur. 
LaBorde said the RAD 
course, which stresses situ- 
ational awareness and 
good judgement over 
kung fu and mace, is one of 


vention programs in the na- 
tion. Instruction also includes 
basic self-defense to allow a / 
potential victim time to es- 
cape. 

RAD, which con- 
sists of four two-hour 
sessions, is open to all 
female students, staff and faculty 
of LSUS, The instructors will in- 
clude Chief LaBorde and some 
members of the University Police 
Department who will receive 
special training from RAD Sys- 
tems, the company that created 
the RAD program. LaBorde says 
participation will be limited to.12 
to 15 students per course with 
several courses being offered 


Women who want to pre- 
pare themselves for the unthink- 
able can look to a new program 
that the LSUS Police Department 


the most successful rape pre- }-” 


'/ ing their self-defense 


each semester depending on de- 
mand. Though the cost is not yet 
known, LaBorde estimates it to 
be around $15 per student to cov- 
er the cost of the manual. 
The University 
Police will supply the 
needed special equip- 
ment such as pads 
: and pro- 


tective “<2 
suits. On the last 

day of class, students 
will get to apply what 
_ they learned by practic- 


techniques on an in- 
structor in a padded 
suit. No observers 
will be allowed to 
watch, to prevent potential 
perpetrators from learning the 
escape tactics taught by this 
course. 

Karry Franks, a sophomore 
history major, said she thinks the 
course is a great idea and that she 
would definitely attend the class 
if it were offered. 

LaBorde, formerly the police 
chief of West Monroe, said that of 
all the programs offered by his 


Complete the Circle. Keep Recycling Working. 


a ged * Recyay, | 


Celebrate America Recycles Day on November 15th. 
It would mean the world to all of us. 

For a free brochure, please call 1-800-CALL-EDF 

or visit our web site at www.edf.org 


Sx, 


Self-defense course planned for spring 


department over the years, 
"(RAD) was a standout.” 

Though the crime rate is rel- 
atively low at LSUS, particularly 
sexual and violent crimes, 
LaBorde cautions that compla- 
cency could lead to disaster. 
LaBorde advises females to 
stay aware of their sur- 

roundings and go out 
in groups and with peo- 
ple they know. 

He also said 
women should always 
watch their drinks to 
avoid the potential 
risk of being 
drugged. 

For those interest- 
ed in taking the course 
before the spring se- 
mester, the Caddo 
Parish Sheriff's Depart- 
ment offers a _ similar 
course, called Self Defense 
for Women. 

Lieutenant Kenny 
Sanders, director of the Re- 
gional Academy, said he has re- 
ceived positive responses from 
women who said the techniques 
taught in the course were very ef- 
fective. 

This course is offered about 
six times a year, and may be 
available to special groups. 

For more information, con- 
tact the LSUS Police Department 
at 797-5082, or visit the RAD web 
site at http://www.rad- 
systems.com, 
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Clinic, tryouts scheduled | Cheerleaders plan next round of tryouts 
for campus dance team 


BY JENNIFER GANEY 


Get ready for some funky 


new beats and fancy footwork. 
For the first time, LSUS is offer- 
ing an opportunity for students 
to express their school spirit. 
The campus has heard 
the demand for spirit 
groups and is providing 
an outlet in the Pom 
Squad dance team. 
The Pom Squad is 
one of the few new 
groups that are being 
added to the 
roster of ex- 
tracurricular 


programs. 
O.L. Kelly, an 
LSUS administration 


counselor, is heading the 
dance team and is more 
than qualified for the jazzy 
task. Kelly was the man- 
ager and the announcer of 
the Kilgore College Ran- 
gerettes, which was the 
world's first drill and 
dance team, established 
in 1940. Kelly then went 
on to Texas A&M Com- 
merce to be a judge and 
choreographer in 1994. 
Kelly is very enthusiastic 
about beginning the Pom 
Squad and said it is a great 
opportunity for young women 
to participate in extracurricular 
activities. 

Kelly's hopes for the Pom 
Squad are to compete in nation- 
al competitions through the Na- 
tional Dance Alliance. He also 
wants to visit high schools and 
perform in pep rallies. Kelly an- 
ticipates that by performing in 


these activities, it will give LSUS 
a name in dance, provide schol- 
arships, and serve as a recruit- 
ing tool for the school. Kelly 
also plans to hold competitions 
and dance camps here at LSUS. 
The Pom Squad was devel- 
oped because of student de- 
mand and to offer more 
extracurricular ac- 
tivities at 
LSUS. Try- 
outs for the 


tember 11-13. 
There are only 
about fourteen 
spots available on 
the team, which 
raises the com- 
petition for a 
spot on the 
team. A $10 
application 
fee, to fund 
judges and 
choreographers, 
is required. 

The 
will consist of three 
dances, about one minute long 
each, that include jazz, hip 
hop/funk and a studio combi- 
nation of leaps and turns. The 
tryouts are open to the public, 
but there is a $2 admission 
fee, 

LSUS students will 
not be paying for this 
team. The Pom Squad is 
self-funded and has no fees at- 
tached to the tuition. 

For more information, or if 
you are interested in joining the 
Pom Squad, contact Kelly at 797- 
5119. 


tryouts. 


BY RACHEL WRIGHT 


LSUS is receiving a new 


addition to its 2003-2004 athlet- 
ic rosters. The University's first 
cheerleading squad was estab- 
lished in May to promote spirit 
and support for the men’s and 
women's basketball teams. 
Admissions Counselor Or- 
landrus “O.L." Kelly is the 


“I would love to get 
involved in camps 
and competitions. 
Ultimately, I want 
to raise money to be 
able to offer full 
scholarships.” 


~ O.L. Kelly 


group's staff advisor, coach and 
choreographer. Kelly has 12 
years experience in the disci- 
plines of cheer and dance, both 
as a squad member and as a di- 
rector. 

"Since this is our first year, 
we are really focusing on build- 
ing and improving the squad,” 
Kelly said. "I would love to get 
involved in camps and compe- 
titions. Ultimately, I want to 
raise money to be able to offer 
full scholarships." 

Currently, the squad con- 
sists of five members: Tiffany 
Hayes, Tiffany Johnson, Jen- 
nifer McRae, Tiffany Oliver and 
Owen Windham. 

Oliver, a second-year ele- 


mentary education 
major, 
has 

been 


in- 


since she was 


in the fifth 
grade. “Our 
practices are 
pretty tough, 


sometimes lasting 
five hours,” Oliver 
said. "We work on 
conditioning, jumps, 
stunts, chants, and 
routines. I'm excited 
about getting 
squad together 
making it stronger." 
Oliver said 


forming debut this 
summer during 
freshman _orienta- 
tion. 

Windham, a 


third-year bio-chem- 
istry major, is the only 
male member of the 


squad. 


"This is my first year 
to cheer, and | thought it 
would be a good way to 
stay in shape,” Windham 


said. 


"Coming from some- 
one who played football 
and baseball, cheerleading is 
by far the most physically 
demanding sport I have ever 


done,” he said. 


Director of Athletics, 
Doug Robinson, is happy to 


volved 
in cheering 


the 
and 


the 
squad made its per- 


have the group aboard the ath- 
letic depart- 
ment. 
Robin- 
son 
said 
he 
looks 
for- 
ward to 
famil- 


iarizing the 

school with 

; the athletic 

program, and 

“encouraging its 
support.” 

"I believe the 


greatest thing for ath- 
tg letes is to have the 
students, professors, 
and faculty supporting 
them," Robinson said. 
He said he is eager to get 
the program off the 
ground, because he be- 
lieves “the cheerlead- 
ers are just what we 
need," 
According to 
Robinson, the 
squad's uniforms were 
funded by the athletic de- 
partment. : 
An open clinic for ap- 
plicants will be held Sep- 
tember 11-12, from 5 pm to 
8 pm, Kelly said. 

"The final day, try-outs, 
will be on Sept. 13 at 1 p.m. So 
far, we have about 80 potential 
applicants, but we welcome 
more," he said. 

Interested _ participants 
S should contact Kelly at 797- 
Of: 5119 or fill out an application 

F in the Office of Student Actiy- 

ities. 


Lady Pilots basketball aims for success in upcoming season 


BY DANA BRIAN 


Many students, especially those new 
to LSUS, are not aware that the universi- 
ty has a women's basketball team that 
will begin play later this semester. 

"I knew that we were getting two 
women's sports teams, but I didn't know 
what kind of sports or when the teams 
would begin playing,” said Melissa 
Dean, senior Psychology major. 

In January, Ronnie Howell was se- 
lected as head coach of the women's 
team. Howell is a Shreveport native, and 
has coached in the Shreveport-Bossier 
area for the past 15 years. After being 
hired as head coach, Howell immediate- 
ly began recruiting players to join the 
team for the fall semester. 

Howell attended several high school 
playoff games, including the Louisiana 


High School State Tournament, and and the sea- 
chose to recruit players who he thought 
would be an asset to the LSUS team. 

In July, Toni Martinez was hired as 
assistant coach of the women’s team. 
Martinez is a graduate of LSUS, and a 
former assistant basketball coach at 
Captain Shreve High School. 

Currently, the team consists 
of 13 players. These players are {> 
coming to LSUS from South and 
East Louisiana, East Texas, the Hous- 
ton and Dallas area, as well as the 
Shreveport area. 

The team will be part of the 
Gulf Coast Athletic Conference, 
which consists of four teams from New 
Orleans, two teams from Mobile, Ala., 
two teams from Jackson, Miss., one team 
from Hattiesburg, Miss., and LSUS. 

The team will begin play on Nov. 11, 


son 
will 
consist 
of 28 
games. 
Twelve 
of the 
games will 
be played 
in the LSUS 
gym, which 
has recently 
been repaint- 


ed for the upcoming 
basketball season. 


Howell says that 


there will be many promo- 
tions to attract students, 
faculty and staff to the 
games. He is looking forward to the 


season and expects overall success from 
the team. 

"I believe the players will excel in 
the classroom as we'll! as the floor,” he 
said. 

Many others expect that the new 
women's team will be a success and will 
greatly help the university. Lisa Branch, 
LSUS Admissions Counselor, thinks the 
women's basketball team, as well as the 
other new athletic programs, will im- 
prove response from prospective stu- 
dents. 

Branch hopes to take some of the 
team members with her when she re- 
cruits at the local high schools. "I think 
that student response towards the new 
teams may be slow at first, but by word 
of mouth and the promotions that are 
planned, support will grow bigger and 
bigger each day," she said. 


Pilot baseball takes third 
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in NAIA World Series 


BY HEATHER STEPHENS 


While many students were en- 
joying their summer vacation from 
school, the LSUS Pilots baseball 
team was still hard at work gain- 
ing huge victories. The team won 
the Regional XIII tournament 
along with the Atlantic South Su- 
per Regional Tournement. 

The Pilots beat out William 
Carey College and won the region- 
al championship in the Regional 
XIII tournament. The team then 
defeated Embry-Riddle and won 
the Atlantic South Super Regional 
Tournament. 

The Pilots traveled to Lewis- 
ton, Idaho, to play in the NAIA 
World Series. This alone was a ma- 
jor accomplishment for the base- 
ball team considering this was 
their first appearance in the NAIA 
World Series. 

In their success in the tourna- 
ment, they defeated teams such as 
Spalding University and Indiana 
Tech. The Pilots were defeated by 
Oklahoma City in a 12-2 loss. They 
placed third overall in the NAIA 
World Series. Their winning 
record was 52-24. 

Some of the players were rec- 
ognized and awarded for playing 
well both offensively and defen- 
sively. Tyson Arishenkoff received 
the Golden Glove Award, which is 
given to the best defensive player 
in the tournament. Arishenkoff 
also had an incredible year playing 
offensively. He had a batting aver- 


age at .397, had a total of 95 hits, _ 


and 11 homeruns. 
Arishenkoff, and three o 


his teammates, Cole Reynolds,4ag ¢ 


Gene Stevens and Aaron McRae & 


dip 


uskithis. OM 
4-88U-SKITHIS 


student aid. It' 


can Team. It was not surprising 
that McRae and Gray were given 
honorable mention recognition. 
McRae had an impressive batting 
average at .377. Gray led the total 
amount of hits this year with 98. 
He also scored 80 runs and had 21 
doubles. 

The Pilots’ pitcher, Stevens, 


_earned his way to the All-Ameri- 


can Team by breaking many LSUS 
and Gulf Coast Athletic Confer- 
ence records. 

The records he broke in the 
GCAC include pitching the most 
innings in a season —147.1 and he 
had the most wins in season by a 
pitcher — 16. He broke quite a few 
LSUS records which include hav- 
ing the most appearances by a 
pitcher in a season — 27, afm 
the most games started 
by a pitcher in a season 
— 21, and wea ef 
the most games in a} 
season by a pitcher — 
15. 


The team’s coach also re- £ 
ceived recognition during , 
the team's successful year. 
Coach Rocke Musgraves & 
was named NAIA Region # 
XIII Coach of the Year, 
He received this 
award for the Pi-g7/ 
lots's first ap- 
pearance at the 
NAIA _Re- 
gional 


in) 


SS 


¥ graves lost six of SZ 7 


y electronically for federal 
s fast, free, and easy 


this year, including Tyson Ar- 
ishenkoff, Ramsey Branch, Miles 
Fletcher, Miquel Hernandez, Miles 
Fletcher, Aaron McRae and Dustin 
Walden. 

In turn 24 new players were 
recruited this year, 17 of them in- 
coming freshmen. 

After noticing the huge suc- 
cess the team had this year, 17 of 
the new players came from out of 
state to join the team. 

To get ready for the 2004 sea- 
son, Musgraves said the team is 
practicing every day; practice does 
not come easy for the players — 
they begin weight training around 
6:30 in the morning. 

To see the Pilots in action, you 
can catch their first home game 
at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 


They will be playing a 
double header against Texas 


ognize 


BY CHAD WHITE 


Delta Omega Order is a 


new group on campus that is 
interested in becoming a frater- 
nity at LSUS. They were for- 
merly the Tau Kappa Epsilon 
fraternity. 

Delta Omega 
Order is a tempo- 
rary name given to 
the group since 
LSUS does not rec- 
un-char- 
tered or local 
fraternities on the 
LSUS campus. 

Brian Hirsch, 
director of the Ca- 
reer Center said 
that TKE did not 
receive chapter or 
colonization  sta- 
tus. They did not 
fulfill the goals set 
forth to remain af- 
filiated with the 
TKE _ fraternity. 
Since Delta 
Omega is not for- 
mally recognized 
on campus, they 
are not a member 
of the Greek 
Council. The decision of 
whether Rush will be formal or 
informal is left up to the recog- 
nized fraternities on campus. 
The only formally recognized 
fraternity on campus is Sigma 
Nu. 

Delta Omega Order must 
follow two important guide- 
lines to become a fraternity on 
the LSUS campus. First, they 
must have a formal written 
constitution that meets the 
guidelines set by the student 
conduct handbook. They must 


also have at least 10 active 
members on their roster. 

Ryan Matthews, president 
of the Delta Omega Order, said 
they are not affiliated with TKE 
anymore because they had dif- 
ferent ideas and goals than 
TKE had set forth 
for them. Mat- 
thews stated that 
since the split 
with TKE, six or 
seven of the 
members formed 
Delta Omega to 
find another na- 
tional fraternity 
organization bet- 
ter suited for 
them. 

David Steph- 
ens was elected to 
be vice-president 
of the group. 
Matthews said 
that only a few 
out of the 18 or 19 
TKEs chose to 
join Delta Omega 
because some did 
not make the 
grades required 
to be a partici- 
pant and some 
did not return to 
LSUS. One of their new goals is 
academic excellence. 

Matthews said they are in 
negotiations with a national 
fraternity at this time and 
working toward their goal to 
meet the requirements set forth 
by LSUS by the end of the fall 
semester. He said one the goals 
for the new order are to con- 
centrate on the academic excel- 
lence of their entire 
membership and to be of serv- 
ice to the LSUS campus and the 
community. 
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Do it for someone you love 


Tonight, make it vegetarian 


For more information, contact: Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine 
5100 Wisconsin Ave., Suite 404 . Washington, DC 20016 
(202) 686-2210, ext. 300 - www. perm org 


When my children came into my life, | 
realized how important it is to eat well— 
not just for them, but for me too. After 
all, I'm not doing them any favors by 
taking chances with my own health, 


Food can be powertul medicine, and the 
best prescription is to eat more low-fat 
vegetarian meals. The more fruits, 
vegetables, and whole grains you eat, 
the more your body will thank you. 


Ziggy Marley, musician 
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Call Toll Free 


1-800-722-TEENS 


www. weprevent.org 
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Quinton Bell speaks his mind...again 


BY QUINTON BELL 
Opinion 

The beginning of 
a new semester gives 
me a new sense of 
hope for the future. 
Each student carries the 
potential of being a piece 

of the change of this nation. In 
fact, some days | sit in front of Bronson Hall and 
daydream of the beautiful ideals of America, 
manifesting themselves throughout the student 
body. Perhaps I am too idealistic, or perhaps too 
many people do not believe they have the abili- 
ty to change the future, 

During my History of Christianity class, my 
professor mentioned Gnosticism, which was 
presented by Plato. Gnosticism speaks of a 
world that can only be seen through the human 
mind and understanding secret truths. Immedi- 
ately I found myself contemplating the world of 
deception that exists right now. For example, 
America's media has become very political, cre- 
ating a situation where the truth is hard to deci- 
pher. This spring before the war with Iraq, 
several polls showed that between 60-70% of the 
American people believed that Saddam Hussein 
was involved in the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 
although the CIA and FBI have simply not been 
able to find any evidence to back up this claim. 

Another element of this deception is the im- 
portance our society places on money. This has 
resulted in transforming many colleges in 
America into job training institutions, while 
they should produce educated citizens, who can 
help create a better society. If a person buys into 
this deception, money becomes life's priority, in 
effect reciprocating the same system. But the 
truth remains hidden behind this world of de- 
ception, and it is my belief that the college expe- 


rience should help a person move beyond this 
obstacle of deception. 

I hope this semester creates true thought on 
this campus, and perhaps some of our students 
can begin to see the hidden truths that surely 
want to be found. Of course this all sounds very 
abstract, so I'll give an example. 1 remember a 
club that existed a few semesters ago called the 
Society of Reason, When this organization start- 
ed, it simply had a spirit that made me think of 
the circles that followed Socrates and discussed 
such things as life and how it should be lived. I 
do not hope that this club reappears; I just hope 
that the spirit of finding hidden truths returns 
not only to this college, but to all colleges. 


Student encourages use of Blackboard 


BY VICTORIA PORTER 
Opinion 

If you have been at LSUS 
for even one day, chances are 
that at one time or another, |. 
you have heard of Black- 
board. Blackboard is a valu- 
able online tool for teachers 
and students. You may have EAAMGMSSUgAURCmCm d 
heard of a recent delay hay- www.blackboard.com 
ing to do with Blackboard. If you have not yet used 
it, this may discourage you from doing so. 

Students here at LSUS were unaffected by the 
delay in Blackboard, but if you are a teacher, your of- 
ficial rosters came in late. According to Shelby Keith, 
the head of Computing Services, the delay was 
caused by a processing problem over the weekend. 
Usually, teachers would have had their official ros- 
ters by 8 am on the first day of class, but because of 
this problem, they did not get them until about 2 pm. 
Keith also said there has been a steady increase in 
teachers and students using Blackboard. As of last 
spring, there were 352 classes using it. 

Everyone seems to have a positive opinion about 
Blackboard. Melissa Wootton says she finds it useful 
if the teacher has a good comprehension of it. Woot- 
ton also says it is a good way to let everyone know 
ahead of time if a class is cancelled. Aaron Askew 
says Blackboard makes it easier to get your assign- 
ments if you are away and if you lose your syllabus, 
you can just print another one out. 


Askew says that the main improvement he 
would like to see with Blackboard is more users. He 
feels that people are not taking advantage of all it has 
to offer. 

Professor Rhonda Failey says her official rosters 
got in soon enough, despite the delay. Failey says 
she loves Blackboard and does not know how any- 


“[Blackboard] is a good way to 
let everyone know ahead of time 
if a class is cancelled.” 


~ Melissa Wootton 


one ever taught without it. She said there are only a 
couple of things that could use a little improvement, 
but nothing that she cannot work with. 

It seems that Blackboard is one of the most use- 
ful tools available to us. If you have not yet taken ad- 
vantage of what it has to offer, then maybe you 
should check into it. It seems to make things easier 
for everyone else, so what can it do for you? If you 
are not sure how to use Blackboard, you can get an 
instruction sheet from any class you have. Anything 
that makes college life easier, for students and teach- 
ers alike, is well worth looking into. 


Almagest Thursday, September 4, 2003 t 


CEHD 


continued from page 2 

The first program is PreK - 3 El- 
ementary Education, which in- 
cludes not only early childhood 
but the primary grades also. 
The two directors of this pro- 
gram are Martha Mangin and 
Keitha Rogers. The other pro- 
gram is PreK - 6, which covers 
first through sixth grade. The 
coordinator of that program is 
Dr. David Gustavason, chair of 
the education department. 

Andrea Heaberlin, elemen- 
tary education major, said she 
wishes the programs would 
have been available when she 
started LSUS. 

"Now that I am a junior, I 
have gone through the elemen- 
tary education program for 
grades 1 - 6, which I like,” she 
said. "The good thing about the 
Pre K - 3 program is that if you 
want to do pre-kindergarten 
but you're not sure, you can be 
certified through the third 


grade." 

The Department of Psy- 
chology is also stepping up and 
bringing new faculty, staff, and 
programs to the table. The new 
department chair is Dr. Gary 
Jones. He earned a Ph.D. de- 
gree in clinical psychology 
from Bowling Green State Uni- 
versity. According to the 
CEHD Web site, he took over 
the position of department 
chair after many years of serv- 
ice in the field of psychology in 
both clinical and educational 
settings. Another faculty mem- 
ber who has just joined. LSUS 
this semester is Dr. Ray Ado- 
maitis, a professor of psycholo- 
gy from the Washington area. 
Dr. Mary Margaret Merrill 
from Mississippi State, an assis- 
tant professor of Psychology, is 
also new this semester. She and 
Adomaitis are working with 
various programs in the De- 
partment of Psychology. 

For those students who are 


in the Department of Kinesiolo- 
gy and Health Science, there is 
a program starting this fall for 
an opportunity to earn a B.S. in 
Community Health. 

The faculty members re- 
sponsible for this program are 
Dr. Timothy Winter, chair of 
the department, and a new fac~ 
ulty member, Mary Hawkins, 
an associate professor of Kine- 
siology and Health Sciences 
who was hired specifically for 
this program: 

Their Web site states, "The 
College of Education and Hu- 
man Development views itself 
as a professional learning com- 
munity producing graduates 
committed to lifelong learning 
and continuous improvement." 
Together, the three depart- 
ments of the college are dedi- 
cated to providing excellence in 
instruction, research and serv- 
ice as they produce graduates 
who are leaders in their chosen 
fields. 


BCM 


continued from page 3 

the BCM can offer encouragement to students in 
any phase of life, along with "sound Biblical 
guidance.” 

The BCM has a weekly citywide worship 
service Tuesday nights at 8 p.m., where a praise 
and worship band, complete with guitars and 
drums, leads the students in singing. A guest 


CHALLENGING. 


F omak 


speaker gives a short Bible study. Before and af- 
ter the service students play ping-pong and 
pool, and groups of student stand around visit- 
ing. 

Moore said the people who lead and attend 
the BCM want "Christ to be glorified on campus; 
that He (God) be known; that students connect 
through His grace and glory, and allow God to 
change their lives." 
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BOOKSTORE ———— 


continued from page 1 

three registers in the bookstore. 
The students were paid, the 
books were piled up, and later 
put back into stock. Since the in- 
cident with Burns the buy back 
has been moved to the Caddo 
Bossier Room where three sepa- 
rate stations will keep separate 
records of cash handling and in- 
ventory. 

The time that students have 
to sell back their books has also 
changed. Because of the short- 
ened staff, the buy back has 
been moved from two weeks 


and a day down to one week 
and a day. 

Michael Ferrell, vice chan- 
cellor of business affairs, is in 
charge of the bookstore and its 
staff. Ferrell said the crime will 
have no affect on LSUS stu- 
dents. 

“No, no, no, no, the stu- 
dents will in no way be penal- 
ized for this incident,” he said. 
“This was an unfortunate occur- 
rence but it will in no way fall 
back on the students.” 

The Almagest was unable to 
contact Wanda Burns. She is 
currently awaiting trial. 
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ITSA 


Your home could be hiding 
some valuable treasure. More 
than 40 years ago, Grandma gave you 
some Series E Savings Bonds. Now they 
could be worth more than S times 
their face value. Now thats a 
treasure worth digging for. 
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WITH THE 


A CAREER WITH THE INS, NOT YOUR AVERAGE DESK J08 


SAVINGS 
. BONDS 


Creating a 
New Century 


f Savings LA 


Do you have old Savings Bonds? 
Check out the Savings Bond Calculator 
their value. 1-800-4US BOND 


A public service of this newspaper 


IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 
FOR YOUR CAREER. FOR YOUR COUNTRY. 
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By: Jason Limerick 


Thurs., Sept. 4 Tues., Sept. 9 
Kickoff Kaos; UC 10 am-2 pm Phi Mu; 10 am - 11:30 am 
“A Lesson Before Dying” rehearsal; 4 pm - 10 pm Career Center- What Can | Do With A Major in...?; 
Jeffrey Haupt Art Show 10:30 am 
Panhellenic Recruitment SSS 4th year - How to pay off school loans; 
: 10:30 am - 11. am 
Women's Sorority Recruitment 


Fri., Sept. 5 Jeffery Haupt Art Show 
Kickoff Kaos; UC 10 am -2 pm 
SOC Meetings; 12 pm - 1 pm Wed., Sept. 10 
“A Lesson Before Dying” rehearsal; 4 pm-- 10 pm Women’s Sorority Recruitment 
TEPAR Deadline is September 19 Jeffery Haupt Art Show 9 
Women's Sorority Recruitment Phi Mu; 10 am - 11:30 am 
Jeffery Haupt Art Show Career Center- What Can | Do With A Major In...?; 10:30 am 


Panhellenic Recruitment 6 SSS 4th year - How to pay off school loans; 10:30 am - 11.am 
; SSS ‘st year - College cutting into your budget?; 
10:30 am - 11 am 


Sat., Sepf. 6 "A Lesson Before Dying” Rehearsal 10; 4 pm- 10 pm 
A Lesson Before Dying” rehearsal; 10 am - 10 pm LA Office of Risk Management Safety Classes; 
Women's Sorority Recruitment 8 am- 4:30 pm 
Jeffery reap Art Shon LifeShare Blood Drive; 9 am - 2pm 

Panhellenic Recruitment 7 "A Lesson Before Dying” Rehearsal; 4 pm - 10 pm 
Church at Red River Bible Study; 6 pm - 9:30 pm 
Sun.., Sept. 7 " Zeta Tau Alpha Meeting 11-7 pm-9 pm 
Church at Red River; 8 am - 12 pm Thurs Sept 11 
. Le | . 


"A Lesson Before Dying" Rehearsal; 2 pm - 10 pm 


Sigma Nu; 7 pm- 9:30 pm LA Office of Risk Management Safety Classes; 


; ‘ 8 am - 4:30 pm 
aa eee eet LifeShare Blood Drive; 9 am - 2pm 
ry P SGA meeting; 10 am - 12 pm 


Panhellenic Recruitment 8 Phi Mu; 10 am - 11:30 am “ 


SSS 2nd year - Healthy is as Healthy Does; 
Mon., Sept. 8 * 10:30:am - 11 am 
“A Lesson Before Dying” rehearsal; 4 pm - 10 pm SSS ‘1st year - Writing Workshop “Critical Thnking", 


Women's Sorority Recruitment 10:30'am'-11'am. 
Jeffery Haupt Art Show 9 "A Lesson Before Dying” Rehearsal; 4 pm - 10 pm 


